Anaesthesia and basic experimental surgery of minipigs. A practical exercise.
Minipigs tolerate anaesthesia very well. The only disadvantages are the difficulties in performing venous puncture and endotracheal intubation. To overcome these the animals should be well sedated prior to induction by intravenous injection, and deeply anaesthetized prior to the introduction of the endotracheal tube. Anaesthetic regimen and several basic experimental surgical techniques will be practised.